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Empowering poems by two teenagers from Castle Education
Centre have been chosen from thousands of others to be
published in a poetry book.
Kye Purcell Conboy, 16, and Aisha Russell, 15, wrote the
poems during an English class with teacher Kat
Christopoulos.
It was part of the national Young Writers competition with
the theme of “empowerment”.
The two teenagers chose to spend their class penning the
powerful poems, Kye’s called Tired, and Aisha's No. They
impressed their teacher so much, she encouraged them to
enter them into the competition.
“What really impressed me about these poems were how Kye
and Aisha managed to express so much in so few words,”
said Ms Christopoulos. “Their choice of words and how they
played with poetic language was so clever and the finished
poems were both powerful and moving. I am so proud of
them.”
The poetry anthology, called Empowered, has now been
published and is available online.
Kye said: “I hope that at least one person picks up the book
and decides to start writing because of it.”

Pupils’ powerful poetry
picked for publication

MUSEUM & ART GALLERY
TRIP HELPS KINGSMEAD
PUPILS GET CREATIVE 

TOYOTA PARTNERSHIP
MAKES HEADLINES IN
THE LOCAL PRESS

SPECIAL SCHOOL PUPILS
ENJOY A JUNGLE JAUNT

WHY WILF IS OFFICIALLY
OUR OWN TOP DOG
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We're not sure who enjoyed our recent cultural trip to Derby

Museum and Art Gallery more - staff or students? But the

keystage three students had a lot of fun and learned a great deal.

Creative workshops at Derby
Museum & Art Gallery

Did you spot us in the Derby

Telegraph - our new partnership

with Toyota UK made headlines

this term. The collaboration

partnership, which is extended to

just a handful of schools in the

city, means that pupils attending

Kingsmead’s sites will be

supported in their studies, develop

employability skills and have the

opportunity of meaningful work

experience placements at the

Burnaston plant.

Why Kingsmead School is making headlines

https://www.facebook.com/derbymuseums/?__cft__[0]=AZUu1YGdbzatGOGtkai87x18LTcx7LgYXwUEbP64MLH-uiJpHgZ1aeb7zoy-D6_JS1YoWJDjxEkCnJP7X1F42lw4iJEMkMX_BmFgk1MXEmpNQjHnq28NZYAmyR3XnijjTHaxiTETY-aQTIrTBmM2xmupd2W_vD9onmeOeMUG5jxoG1WyTu-psfXsxWEnzKzTAZU&__tn__=kK-R


Pupils in Year 8 at our special school thoroughly enjoyed a visit
from Jungle Jo. 
They got to meet various creatures which tied in with their current
topic work on Rainforests. Every bug and reptile they met had
come from rainforests around the world. They all had so much fun
and learned lots of interesting facts!

Special school
pupils take a
walk on the
wild side 

PARENTS EVENING
HAILED A SUCCESS

We were thrilled that so many

parents and carers came to see

their children’s teachers at Castle

this term; it was great to hear so

many positive comments about the

great progress that the pupils are

making. We are really proud of

them all.
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https://www.facebook.com/junglejouk/?__cft__[0]=AZUfT3bKJGPVjZwk-wfMk4rC3F3aaszExTNDXsWfLGMdJq8cf8fkR2d7U09ZMQtLhtkYAYO79JkqpcWUbdX03m-NFcwLfLdAXMQJMAFs9jCb1p5QAkw1UPWBetouapyt9yinF29EK0SwfxrXtjlmeiXaDxCnICSD7o4ACr23mGUwtCd4_rKF6UIqRJwx3pwIKVQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rainforests?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUfT3bKJGPVjZwk-wfMk4rC3F3aaszExTNDXsWfLGMdJq8cf8fkR2d7U09ZMQtLhtkYAYO79JkqpcWUbdX03m-NFcwLfLdAXMQJMAFs9jCb1p5QAkw1UPWBetouapyt9yinF29EK0SwfxrXtjlmeiXaDxCnICSD7o4ACr23mGUwtCd4_rKF6UIqRJwx3pwIKVQ&__tn__=*NK-R


 We are really proud that our therapy dog Wilf has become a fully

fledged assistance dog after passing all his tests - with a little

help from our students.

Training a dog to qualify as an assistance dog takes hard work

and dedication from the owner and the trainer and results in a

highly trained, well-socialised, well-behaved dog who can remain

calm, alert and under control in any situation.

We are very grateful to Wilf's owner Vicki Cutting for her

endeavours - Wilf is an integral part of the staff here at the school

- even Ofsted recognised his status in school.

Vicki said: "I'd like to thank everyone at the special school for

their support in Wilf’s test. It was long and hard work and the

students (and staff) were absolutely amazing. 

"It was a real pleasure to see them trying their very best to show

external visitors how proud they were of 'their dog'. The individual

students that came out to help were enthusiastic, respectful and

happy to talk."

 

Official assistance status
for Kingsmead's top dog 

Our pupils have always known Wilf was

a model dog - and now it’s official. Here

he is featuring on the Joules page,

flying the flag for Kingsmead. Next stop

Vogue?

POSTAL PRAISE FOR PUPILS 
Pupils in 7N1 have been sent

postcards from their teacher to

mark their fantastic presentation

skills in a recent project. 

The group did some brilliant

research about Shakespeare and

presented their findings to their

peers on Friday. 

They then peer assessed each 

WILF IS OFFICIALLY
A MODEL HOUND

To keep up to date with

what's happening at

Kingsmead School follow us

on Facebook

@kingsmeadderby

other's presentation and active

listening skills. We were SO

proud of them! Well done 7N1!!
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https://www.facebook.com/Joules/?__cft__[0]=AZWpcxm_lZrfrtdrYpWxKqv7-nvII37rYDJEGcQ9scTTS617yeiohhXars5e4yv2aXXGfsD_qUDqWIaY21zDjYiQOvll8BFB9otyGUJ-pZHf5Qw-o0vI_x85--SZyUXZTW3UOcoR8ZsIOVVJtk6s8vxa4OyexAMZCKZ_QeJDJkG60VOGvG0VAKWTTRvOqGbKqGs&__tn__=kK*F

