
Castle School - Bridge Street School - Kingsmead School 
 

CHILLY START TO DUKE
OF EDINBURGH
PRACTICE EXPEDITION  

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
OFFERING IS PROVING
POPULAR WITH PUPILS

BOARD GAMES HELP
PREVENT BOREDOM 
AMONG STUDENTS 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

THE HIGH SHERIFF OF
DERBYSHIRE ENJOYS A
TOUR OF RESPECT

 Pupils find orienteering skills
at Cannock Chase Forest

T h i s  t e r m  K S 2  p u p i l s  f r o m  B r i d g e  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  w e n t  o n  a
f u l l  d a y  o r i e n t e e r i n g  c h a l l e n g e  a r o u n d  C a n n o c k  C h a s e
F o r e s t  -  F o r e s t r y  E n g l a n d  i n  S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  E q u i p p e d  w i t h
a n  o r i e n t e e r i n g  m a p ,  a  m a r k e r  s h e e t  a n d  a  s e n s e  o f
a d v e n t u r e ,  p u p i l s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  n a v i g a t e d  t h e i r  w a y  t h r o u g h
t h e  v a r i e d  t e r r a i n  o f  C a n n o c k  C h a s e  –  k e e p i n g  t r a c k  o f  t h e i r
p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  m a p ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  f l o r a  a n d
f a u n a ,  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  w i n t e r  a n d  w o r k i n g
t o g e t h e r  a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  t e a m .

https://www.facebook.com/cannockchaseforest?__cft__[0]=AZWuES07l6Jhcqywvf9wnALiPW-_QeR2qd6LlvogIsPRURfvYk3u3LDgyX7Ku2N1GEMdCrlhrIi8C5jg2wE1v2hLnIeXkqKmcvb2FUFaSnBNQGIGXh5908asde5wM3_0390hF9LDFlgnAz62uQR9oQUAsi7T9h-tOq7mCKLWuIVaAC5iPNeDVXJAw2PEXetPAdE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/cannockchaseforest?__cft__[0]=AZWuES07l6Jhcqywvf9wnALiPW-_QeR2qd6LlvogIsPRURfvYk3u3LDgyX7Ku2N1GEMdCrlhrIi8C5jg2wE1v2hLnIeXkqKmcvb2FUFaSnBNQGIGXh5908asde5wM3_0390hF9LDFlgnAz62uQR9oQUAsi7T9h-tOq7mCKLWuIVaAC5iPNeDVXJAw2PEXetPAdE&__tn__=-]K-R
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F i v e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m
K i n g s m e a d ' s
b a s k e t b a l l  c l u b
a t t e n d e d  a  m a t c h
b e t w e e n  t h e  D e r b y
T r a i l b l a z e r s  a n d
L o n d o n  E l i t e .
S t u d e n t s  c h e e r e d  o n
s t a f f  m e m b e r  S i m e o n
w h o  p l a y s  i n  t h e
D e r b y  t e a m  -
e v e r y o n e  w a s  p l e a s e d
t h e y  w o n !  S t u d e n t s
t h e n  h a d  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t
p l a y e r s  a f t e r  t h e
g a m e .

 Basketball
team meet the

players

W e  h a d  a  v e r y
s p e c i a l  v i s i t o r
t h i s  h a l f  t e r m  -
a n d  c e r t a i n l y
o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
d r e s s e d !
T h e  H i g h  S h e r i f f
o f  D e r b y s h i r e ,
T h e r e s a  P e l t i e r
p o p p e d  i n  t o
m e e t  s o m e  o f
t h e  t e a m  a n d
t a l k  a b o u t
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  i n
t h e  f u t u r e .   

The High
Sheriff

enjoys a
tour   

T h e  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h
b r o n z e  a w a r d  s t u d e n t s
h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i s i n g  f o r
t h e i r  e x p e d i t i o n  w h i c h
t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s u m m e r .
T h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  a
r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r
t h e y  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e n
( h o p e f u l l y ! )  b u t  h e l p e d
p r o v i d e  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
f u n  a t m o s p h e r e !  

Preparing for the
bronze award

expedition  
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Why outdoor education
offering is growing fast
The 23/24 academic year for Junction 16’s Outdoor
Education provision has been a period of exponential
growth and opportunities for pupil’s accessing the provision
with implementation of bespoke programmes designed to
support student social and emotional development. 

These include the utilisation of our mobile climbing wall,
various paddlesports skills and maintenance, mountain-
biking skills and maintenance with our new fleet of high-end
mountain bikes, staff training to enable access to the Duke
of Edinburgh Bronze Award and enrichment-based
exploration and pursuits in the ‘great outdoors’. 

Pupils across the RESPECT Collaboration of Schools (and
external pupils) get the opportunity to experience these
activities as well as develop a wide range of Bushcraft skills
at their respective schools, at our Darley Barn site and also
at our leased woodland site in the Staffordshire Peak
District - thanks to close work with the Peak District
National Park Authority (PDNPA) and the hard work and
determination of our staff.

Nestled South of Buxton, The Hills Plantation is a 30-acre
broadleaf woodland where pupils get the opportunity to
further develop Bushcraft skills in a much more wild, natural
and remote setting. This involves pupils putting their stamp
on implementing and setting up their own pupil-centred
‘camp’ – i.e. area-clearing, development of long-term
congregation areas and natural shelter, newly-created
natural seating and much more. 

Whilst on site, pupils are also responsible for setting up
short-term hammocks, creating, maintaining and
extinguishing a suitable fire and the typical tasks required
to ensure all participants are warm and comfortable. 
In conjunction with the PDNPA’s Wooded Landscapes Plan,
pupils will also play a vital role in the regeneration and
development of the woodland itself – utilising previously
developed tool skills and developing additional bespoke
skills. 

The future is bright for Junction 16’s Outdoor Education
provision with the continued development of The Hills
Plantation site, access to traditional outdoor climbing and
mountain-biking/paddlesports further afield with the addition
of a multi-purpose trailer to our fleet of vehicles – even
more opportunities for our pupils to thrive and develop. 
It’s never boring! 



Our brand new board games club is proving to be a

massive hit. Open to years 7, 8 and 9 it gives our pupils

something fun and constructive to do and prevents

boredom setting in! It's open between 2.30 and 3.15pm

every Tuesday in the Southgate canteen. Join us!
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Board games mean there
is no chance for boredom

Army gives our
pupils their

marching orders
T h e  A r m y  g a v e  a  c a r e e r s
t a l k  a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t  s o m e
t e a m  b u i l d i n g  e x e r c i s e s
w i t h  o u r  p u p i l s  i n  y e a r s  7
t o  1 1  t h i s  t e r m .  

P u p i l s  f o u n d  o u t  a l l  a b o u t
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  j o b s
t h e  A r m y  h a s  t o  o f f e r  a n d
t h e y  w e n t  o n  t o  b u i l d  a
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o w e r .
T h e y  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d
p l a y i n g  a  g a m e  a r o u n d
r e a c t i o n  t i m e s ,  c o m p e t i n g
a g a i n s t  s t a f f .  

T h e  d a y  w a s  a  r e a l l y
p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  a l l
i n v o l v e d .  
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Year seven pupils take a walk
on the wild side with Jungle Jo
Year 7 want to thank Jungle Jo for bringing her animals in for them

to meet. These two classes picked Jungle Jo as their end of term

reward to celebrate all of the hard work and progress made over

the past term. The students were very brave holding all the

creatures and learnt lots of new facts about exotic animals.

Wisgreaves reopens to pupils and staff
W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  o u r  W i s g r e a v e s  s i t e  h a s  f u l l y
r e o p e n e d  t o  p u p i l s  i n  y e a r s  9 ,  1 0  a n d  1 1  a n d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t i n g
s t a f f ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  c l o s u r e  d u e  t o  e m e r g e n c y
r o o f i n g  r e p a i r s .  

S t a f f  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s i t e  t e a m ,  w o r k e d  i n c r e d i b l y  h a r d  a r o u n d
l e s s o n s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  w e e k  o f  c l o s u r e ,  t o  g e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f e e l i n g
r e a d y  a n d  p u r p o s e f u l  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  p u p i l s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  f e l t
l o v e l y  a n d  r e f r e s h e d  a n d  p u p i l s  w e r e  h a p p y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r
o r i g i n a l  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  s p a c e s .  T h e  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  w a s
m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  w e  w e r e  v e r y  p r o u d  o f  t h e m .



At Kingsmead School every student was given

the opportunity to make pancakes! They all had

lots of fun and did some impressive flipping!

Some students also learnt about Shrove

Tuesday in class. 
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Pupils enjoy a flipping
great challenge on
Shrove Tuesday
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First aid skills for Bridge Street 
At Bridge Street our year 5 students have been learning about

basic first aid skills in PSHE. The students were excited to learn

and practice their CPR, using a defibrillator and bandaging skills

with the help of our resident First aid trainer. All students were very

mature and understood how important these life saving skills were.

Peak District challenge provides team building skills for students
Y e a r  1 1  p u p i l s  e n j o y e d  t h r e e
d a y s  i n  t h e  P e a k  D i s t r i c t  a h e a d
o f  t h e i r  m o c k s .  T h e y  d e v e l o p e d
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s k i l l s  t o w a r d s
t h e i r  P r i n c e ' s  T r u s t
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  -  t e a m w o r k ,
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,
c o n f i d e n c e ,  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ,
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .
W e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d .


